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June 10, 2020 
 
 
Dr. John M. Douglas, Jr.  
Executive Director 
Tri-County Health Dept. 

 
Dr. Douglas, 
 
Our students, family, and community are under immense socio-emotional and economic pressures as the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Schools are one of the most important safety valves in relieving 
this pressure, only if, we are allowed to open our doors and welcome our students back into the classroom.  
 
Westminster Public Schools recognizes that the politics of COVID-19 are nearly as toxic as the disease, in fact 
more toxic for the long-term impact on our economy and social structure. We want to work collaboratively with 
our elected officials, health experts, local community and parents to find a solution that meets the needs of 
every segment of our community. It is only together that we can face this challenge—a challenge that goes 
beyond the effects COVID-19 has on the body. Many of our students are vulnerable at home; victims of 
physical or sexual abuse, at risk of depression and suicidal thoughts, at risk of losing their home due to loss of 
familial income, at risk of losing their future due to increasingly large gaps in their education. Our parents and 
students need hope, we need to help them navigate the challenges and help them see wonder in life again. In 
order to do this, our doors must be open. 
 
Enclosed, you will find Westminster Public Schools 2020-2021 Reopening Plan. This plan focuses on the 
biosecurity measures we will put in place to reduce the transmission of COVID-19 in the school environment. 
We have listened to health experts and read the guidance, we heard our elected officials and business 
community, and we have surveyed our parents. We are not blindly rushing to open our doors. We have been 
thoughtful, methodical, and have tried to strike a balance between health concerns and the needs of the 
community. 
 
This plan has been unanimously adopted by the Board of Education of Westminster Public Schools. We are 
providing a copy to the Tri-County Health Department, as you are a valued leader and partner in the fight to 
stem the advance of this virus. We are always open to feedback and suggestions on how to strengthen the 
plan and we are ready to share this plan and our implementation processes with any organization that requests 
assistance. 
 
Kindest regards,  

 

 
 

Dr. Pamela Swanson      

Superintendent of Schools         

Westminster Public Schools 

 


